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In 2007, the N.C. General Assembly created the $20 million Waterfront Access and Marine 

Industry (WAMI) Fund to acquire waterfront properties or develop facilities to provide, 

improve or develop public and commercial waterfront access.  

The fund is financed through certificate of participation bonds to be repaid by the N.C. Parks 

and Recreation Trust Fund and administered by the director of the Division of Marine 

Fisheries.  

Working with a citizen’s advisory panel, a department-level coordination committee and the 

Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Board, the division developed standards and guidelines for a 

program to retain and enhance working waterfronts and public access to coastal waters 

through cooperative state and local partnerships.   

 

Funding efforts were focused on purchasing, developing and improving multipurpose 

facilities that provide access for the commercial, recreational and marine industries, and 

marine research.  

 

It was determined funding should be equitably distributed along three coastal geographic 

areas – Northeast, Central and Southeast.   

 

Requests for proposals were issued beginning in late 2007 and the initial round of proposals 

was approved in May 2008.  Funding was contingent on state appraisals, successful price 

negotiations for property acquisition and possible supplementary finances through other 

sources.  

The division has now closed on all properties approved for purchase including the southeast 

properties which were received during July 2009. 

As of August 2010, 13 proposals have been approved for funding totaling $19,997,761.  

 Northeast - Six projects, totaling $8.8 million;   

 Central  - Four projects, totaling $5.2 million; and  

 Southeast - Three projects, totaling $5.9 million.   

 

Any remaining money in the fund will go toward mini-grants for improvements at existing 

WAMI sites along the coast. 

 

By working with cooperative state and local partnerships it is projected the WAMI funding 

will leverage $56 million in total costs of the projects. 

 

The division has developed an inventory of available WAMI projects if additional revenue 

becomes available in the future. 



 


